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ASPECTS OF LEGISLATION FOR THE HANDLING OF FERTILISERS
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WHY A FERTILISER LEGISLATION?
The current fertiliser legislation is mainly aimed at protecting animals, humans and the
environment. Twenty years ago, legislation to trade and for using fertilisers was clearly in place
for consumer protection. Farmers and Relief and land use in different regions of Switzerland
gardeners alike desired fertilisers that
were mainly effective and cheap.
The Swiss legislation on fertilisers,
which was revised in 2001, requires
that fertilisers when applied
according to instructions must not
have any unacceptable side effects,
and must not endanger the
environment or indirectly humans.
Furthermore, they must be suitable
for the assigned application.
INTRODUCTION
The Swiss population consists of
approx. 7.2 million persons. Almost
20% are non-native inhabitants.
This demonstrates, together with the
country's four official languages
(Swiss German, French, Italian and
Raeto-Romanic), the multicultural
nature of the Swiss population.
Inhabitants populate about half of
the country's surface area of
40,000 km2. The other half of the
country comprises forests, alpine
soils, rocks and lakes.

Production conditions vary across Switzerland,
depending mainly on altitude and location (South or
North of the Alps). Traditional Farm in the Emmental.
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In 2000, the agricultural workforce consisted of 203,700 persons, or 2.9 % of the total
workforce (BFS, 2002). The number of animals in Swiss agriculture was approximately
1.6 million heads (all groups), 737,000 of which were cows with an average annual milk
production of 5,300 kg per cow. The number of pigs and chickens was approximately 1.5
million (all age groups) and 6.7 million respectively. Swiss farms are small (average farm
size in 2000: 15.3 hectares) by European standards. As a consequence of this, large
quantities of organic wastes are produced and require a legislation that is environmentally
fair and which can enable sustainable agriculture.
It is important to note that Switzerland, even so it is located in the heart of Europe, is not
a member of the EU. The present Swiss fertiliser legislation is, however, compatible with
EU regulations. There are considerable area related variations in legislation regarding
crop growing between the lowlands and the high mountainous regions. In the mountain
regions there are many more environmental restrictions in place.
KEY POINTS IN
LEGISLATION
Presently, the maximum permitted
number of animal units per hectare
of Swiss agricultural land is limited
to three. A reduction to 2.5 animal
units per hectare in forthcoming
years is currently in discussion. To
receive agricultural subsidies, Swiss
farmers are required to keep account
records on quantities of nitrogen
and phosphate used. In order to obtain subsidy payments, the net value of minerals
produced and used or exported must be zero. Federal Legislation mainly regulates
agriculture in Switzerland. The implementation of measures is under the jurisdiction of
the cantonal authorities.
Swiss agricultural policy has mainly been influenced in the past by the following:
l

l

The Seventh Report on
Agriculture, (BR, 1992), which
established the broad outline of
a far-reaching reform of Swiss
agricultural policy. It proposed
the introduction of direct
payments, a large percentage of
which would remunerate the
farmer for environmentally
friendly farming.

The central lowlands of Switzerland, where most of the
arable land is located, have a fairly mild climate with
mean mid-summer temperatures of between 16 to 20 °C.

The 2002 Agricultural Policy,
(BLW, 2000; further developed
with the AP 2007 Agricultural
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Policy), came into force in Switzerland that continues agriculture reforms already in
progress. It gives a new orientation to agricultural policy, adapted to the liberalization
of the markets and to the requirements of ecology and sustainable production,
particularly separating policy on prices from that on income, and confirming direct
payment to farmers for ecological performance. Direct and ecollogical payments are
graded to:
cultivated area, cultivation program
types of culture (incl. ecologically compensation area, f. ex. wildflower strips or
extensive arable farming)
livestock number
farmer's fortune and income
difficulty of cultivation (incl. altitude above sea level)
organic farming.
THE MOST IMPORTANT LEGAL REGULATIONS

The most important legal regulations in Switzerland are as follows:
n

n

n

Regulation on loading of the soil
(1998)
Regulation on environmentally
hazardous substances (1986)
Regulation on commercialisation of
fertilisers (2001)
LATEST DEVELOPMENTS

n

n

Regulation of the Federal Department of
Economic Affairs on commercialisation of
fertilisers (2001)
Regulation of Federal Office for
Agriculture and Office of Public Health on
the list of importable fertilisers (2001)

The mountain regions of the Alps and Jura are
characterised by meadows or grassland, which are
almost exclusively used as extensive pasture land.

At present, organic waste fertilisers
are being intensively discussed.
Since 1 January 2001, no animal
feed mixtures containing animal
substances may be used in
Switzerland. This is a step towards
eradicating the "mad cow disease"
(Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy,
BSE). Measures to eradicate BSE
were taken 10 years ago. The disease,
however, did not completely disappear.
Use of such material for fertilisers is
generally prohibited; subject to very strict conditions it is, however, still possible.

In Switzerland, use of agricultural sewage sludge is increasingly under public pressure.
The main topics of conversation are "Human health" and "Food safety". Organic
agriculture does not use sewage sludge.
Agricultural organisations are asking for prohibitions regarding sewage sludge. Some
food wholesalers (COOP and Migros) forbid application of sludge during the production
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of several labelled products. As a consequence, sewage sludge application prohibitions for
grassland and even a general sewage sludge prohibition are under discussion.
South of the Alps (Italian speaking part of Switzerland), the
number of farms and number of persons employed in
agriculture decreased more strongly than in other parts of
Switzerland. Farms in the Magadino-plain, Tessin.
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